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Conference Continues New Church Development and Inviting Affiliations 

The Board of Directors of the Southeast Conference interviewed three new church start 
pastors at its meeting on June 11th. They were Ellen Sims of Open Table Community 
of Faith, Mobile, AL; Chris Lyman Waldron, of Praxis UCC, Atlanta; and Candace 
Chellew of Jubilee Circle UCC, in Columbia, SC. Open Table and Praxis were 
recognized as new church starts of the Southeast Conference and Jubilee Circle will be 
recognized once they have completed their final interview with the New Church 
Development Advisory Committee. Safe Harbor Family Church of Jackson, MS has 
entered the process of exploring covenant with the UCC. A church which has a 
worshipping congregation of about 100, it is currently non-denominational, and was 
founded thirteen years ago. Currently the Conference staff is leading the process of 
study and discernment with them. We are also in a time of discernment with Covenant 
Community Church in Birmingham, AL. 



Circle Your Calendars, Capital Campaign Workshops Coming to the SE 
Conference in The Fall 

As an ongoing part of developing the Transforming Church, Transforming Lives 
Campaign of the Southeast Conference, we are encouraging churches to conduct 
combined campaigns to address their own needs while seeking to participate in the 
conference campaign. To equip churches to do this, we are making a range of 
resources available to them. The first training will take place at the Alabama- 
Tennessee Association Fall Meeting, to be held at Pilgrim Congregational UCC, 
Birmingham, in November 6th. Steve Havey, who has directed the conference 
campaign, will be available to walk churches through the process of doing their own 
campaign. On November 1 3th, he will do the same for the churches of the 
Georgia-South Carolina Association, at First Congregational UCC, Atlanta. There will 
also be online resources made available. If churches wish to have individual 
consultation, those can be arranged as well. Steve Havey will offer his services to 
churches of the Southeast Conference at discounted rates if they wish to have him 
direct their campaigns. 
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Oklahoma City church continues 
legacy of dedicated member 
Stephanie Telleen chose to 
remember Mayflower 
Congregational United Church 
of Christ in her will when she 
passed away leaving her 
half-million dollar estate to the 
church. Now the Oklahoma City 
church will use that estate to 
remember Telleen for her 
selflessness and generosity by 
funding two missions close to 
her heart. 
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Thailand Trip Alumni Retreat 5/28-29/2010 

In January 2008, seventeen clergy and lay people of the SECUCC participated in the 
TAP GTE immersion trip to Thailand. On May 28 - 29, 2010, eight of us reunited for 
the alumni retreat at the Simpsonwood Lodges. Although many of the participants 
were not able to attend the retreat, those who came were able to rekindle the spirit of 
enthusiasm and appreciation for the kind of global theological education we all 
experienced in Thailand. 

The overnight retreat entailed sharing one another's journey following the Thailand 
experience, and exploring the ways in which we could continue to improve the global 
theological education program with particular focus on the upcoming trip to Thailand in 
January, 2011 . The alumni's reflections and advices for the next group of GTE 
participants were recorded for viewing at the pre-trip orientation retreat in September, 
2010. 

One of the highlights of the retreat was celebrating the wedding announcement of John 
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Gill and Deborah Cliburn, which reminded me that life is indeed like a box of 
chocolate — you never know what you're gonna get! The couple had not only caught 
the travel bug, but also a love bug following the trip, and they will be happily married on 
July 3 rd . Congratulations to our first TAP GTE couple! 

Even after two and a half years, the trip participants shared vivid reflections of their 
experience in Thailand. Inasmuch as the experience broadened the horizon of our 
perspective on the world, the experience deepened our understanding of ourselves. 
Through an open discussion, we agreed that true learning takes place when we open 
ourselves up to new experiences, and engage in serendipitous self-discovery. Through 
a newly gained self-awareness on how we see, smell, hear, taste, feel, and think of the 
world so unfamiliar to us, we are able to rise to another level of consciousness and 
grow in wisdom. 

It seems that truly good experience boils down to the people, and the interpersonal 
relationship we cultivate in all things we do, wherever we are. The alumni expressed 
their admiration for the hard working people we had met in Thailand who persevered in 
their work despite the daily challenges they face, such as economic injustice and 
poverty, diseases, racism, sexism, religious oppression, and regional violence. Their 
stories awakened us from our own complacency stemming from our relatively 
comfortable world, with an understanding that God and God's people have more work 
to do in the world to make it a healthier place. 

For the most part, the participants of the first trip to Thailand have been a wonderful 
group to be with. I would say that we already came into the experience with much 
openness, maturity, flexibility, and willingness to learn and absorb that allowed for a 
successful mutual learning experience. This has been a wonderful opportunity to 
reunite once again to reflect on our unique collective venture. We hope to see each 
other again on our next alumni retreat! For additional information contact Rev. Sarah 
Kim , GTE Thailand Trip Coordinator 
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